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Following charges by Uruguayan

Judge views Orlettl
detention centre

JUDGE Alicia Baungarten 
yesterday inspected an au
tomobile repair shop on Ve- 
nancio Flores 3519/21, in the 
Buenos Aires neighbourhood 
of Floresta, where, according 
to Uruguayan journalist En
rique Rodríguez Larreta, a 
clandestine detention centre 
known as Automotores Or
iel ti operated.

Rodríguez filed a suit last 
week charging that he and 
nearly 30 other Uruguayans 
had been abducted, held and 
tortured there briefly in 1976 
by a joint Argentine- 
Uruguayan military team. He

said they were taken to 
Montevideo after two weeks.

The journalist filed char
ges against the three mem
bers of the former regime’s 
first military junta, as well as 
against a large number of 
other Argentine and 
Uruguayan military officers.

The judge questioned the the attack, 
owners of the repair shop, 
reviewed their bookkeeping, ' 
and visited an adjoining va- < 
cant lot, which she ordered ’ 
sealed off. Neither Judge ’ 
Baungarten nor the sho- 
powners made any state
ments, while Rodriguez and 
his lawyer said the develop
ment of the case is up to the 
court and to any information 
that neighbours might pro
vide.

The shop, which is only 
metres from the Sarmiento 
railway tracks, matches the 
physical description given by 
Rodriguez in his suit.

Several neighbours have 
expressed shock at Ro
dríguez’ denunciation and 
volunteered information 
which might confirm the past 
existence of a clandestine 

1 prison.
Two employees al a car 

» electricity repair shop on the 
cornet of Venancio Flores 

• and Emilio Lamarca, a few 
doors from (he suspected 
premises, said they had wit
nessed the escape of a woman 
and a man — both of them 
handcuffed — from 
Automotores Orient in 1976 
or 1977,.

“The woman,” another 
neighbour said, “was nude 
from the waist up. After both 
had run across the railway 
tracks, they escaped in a car 
which they slopped in the 
street.”

The same man, who refu
sed to give his name, said the 
door at Venancio Flores 3521 
“was made of iron, much 
thicker than the one there is 
now, and had in its upper 
section a peephole that re
sembled a camera lens.”

Yet another neighbour said 
that after the couple had 
escaped, a group of people 
fired bursts of machine-gun 
at the door, the marks of 
winch were repaired a lew 
years ago. Al that lime, he 
and the others said, the 

^itomoK'tcs Orient sign was

f

f

also removed and replaced 
with a sign which read 
Auiomecánica Nacionales e 
Importados. The people liv
ing inside, who “ate a lot oí 
food, according to the man 
who owned a food shop on 
this corner until recently, 
left the premises shortly after
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The neighbours said (here r 
were many “mysterious” E 
deaths in the area of people a 
who “were run over by the a 
train when they crossed the m 
Sarmiento tracks. I his 
usually happened at night,” 
in 1976 and 1977.

One of the electricity shop 
employees concluded that 
“we are such fools. So many 
things happen right in front 
of our noses, and we only 
realize it much later, when 
everything has already hap
pened.” (NA)
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•Uruguayan journalist Enrique Rodríguez Larreta is 
with his lawyer (centre) during a court inspection of the 
premises of an auto repair shop, where he claims he was hod 
under illegal detention and was subject to torture by 
Uruguayan military officers in 1976. (NA)
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